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Formation of the Canon & the Council Process


How do we know that our Bible today is what God intended us to follow?

Introduction

There is a hidden treasure referenced in many of our oldest writings.  Fragments of history, poetry, songs, laws, stories, letters, and revelations… This combination of ancient documents spanning almost 1500 years, contains the clues to finding an incredible discovery… an unimaginable treasure.  Not mere silver, gold, and precious jewels, but something far greater, something that even lasts beyond the grave… an eternal treasure.

REVIEW

Week #1  -  Archeology & Dating the Bible
How do we know when the Bible was actually written?

Fact:  Following the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, we now have undeniable proof of every book in the Old Testament (except for Esther) being written at least 100 years before the birth of Christ.  We also have over 500 copies of the New Testament books copied within 100 years of the original authorship.
Week #2  -  Other Ancient Documents & Writings
How do we know the Bible is accurate?
Fact:  There are several respected historians, like Philo of Alexandria and Flavius Josephus (who were not followers of early Christianity), that documented the same places, people, and events that are described in the Bible.  This gives great credibility to the accuracy of the Bible as a historical record.

Week #3  -  Prophecy Fulfillment & Truth
How do we know the Bible is true(th)?
Fact:  The Messianic Prophesies, written more than 100 years before the birth of Christ, contain 60 major prophecies and over 270 ramifications that were all fulfilled in one person, Jesus Christ.  With plenty of extra-biblical sources documenting the life of Christ to back it up, it is hard to deny that there is something supernatural at work in the Bible.

I.  The Debate:  Many other ancient books have been discovered in more recent years – why weren’t they included in the Bible?  Did we get the right books?
Choosing the canon that would make up the Bible was not an easy task.  We even find accounts in Scripture that hint at the early church problems, debates, and different interpretations:

James 4:1, 1 Timothy 6:3-4, 2 Peter 2, 2 John 2, Jude 4, Jude 8

Following the more recent discoveries of the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Nag Hammadi Library and due to the questions presented by several popular books, this debate has risen up again.

II.  The Process:  The canon of the Bible was not chosen overnight…
Decisions about which books were "in" and which books were "out" in relation to today's Bible usually were not made by a single group of people at a single point in history.
The term "canon" is used to describe the books that are divinely inspired and therefore belong in the Bible.  The difficult aspect of determining the Biblical canon is that the Bible does not give us a list of the books that belong in the Bible.  Determining the canon was a process, first by Jewish rabbis and scholars, and then later by early Christians.  Ultimately, it was God who decided what books belonged in the Biblical canon.  A book of Scripture belonged in the canon from the moment God inspired its writing.  It was simply a matter of God convincing us which books should be included in the Bible.

Compared to the New Testament, there was very little controversy over the canon of the Old Testament.  Hebrew believers recognized God’s messengers, and accepted their writings as inspired of God.  There was undeniably some debate in regards to the Old Testament canon.  However, by A.D. 250 there was nearly universal agreement on the canon of Hebrew Scripture.  The only issue that remained was the Apocrypha… with some debate and discussion continuing today.  The vast majority of Hebrew scholars considered the Apocrypha to be good historical and religious documents, but not on the same level as the Hebrew Scriptures.

For the New Testament, the process of the recognition and collection began in the first centuries of the Christian church.  Very early on, some of the New Testament books were being recognized.  Paul considered Luke’s writings to be as authoritative as the Old Testament (1 Timothy 5:18; see also Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7).  Peter recognized Paul’s writings as Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16).  Some of the books of the New Testament were being circulated among the churches (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27).  Clement of Rome mentioned at least eight New Testament books (A.D. 95).  Ignatius of Antioch acknowledged about seven books (A.D. 115).  Polycarp, a disciple of John the Apostle, acknowledged 15 books (A.D. 108).  Later, Irenaeus mentioned 21 books (A.D. 185).  Hippolytus recognized 22 books (A.D. 170-235).  The New Testament books receiving the most controversy were Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 John, and 3 John.  The first “canon” was the Muratorian Canon, which was compiled in A.D. 170.  The Muratorian Canon included all of the New Testament books except Hebrews, James, and 3 John.  In A.D. 363, the Council of Laodicea stated that only the Old Testament (along with the Apocrypha) and the 27 books of the New Testament were to be read in the churches.  The Council of Hippo (A.D. 393) and the Council of Carthage (A.D. 397) also affirmed the same 27 books as authoritative.

The councils followed something similar to the following principles to determine whether a New Testament book was truly inspired by the Holy Spirit: 
· Was the author an apostle or have a close connection with an apostle?

· Is the book being accepted by the Body of Christ at large?

· Did the book contain consistency of doctrine and orthodox teaching?

· Did the book bear evidence of high moral and spiritual values that would reflect a work of the Holy Spirit? 
Again, it is crucial to remember that the church did not determine the canon.  No early church council decided on the canon.  It was God, and God alone, who determined which books belonged in the Bible.  It was simply a matter of God convincing His followers of what He had already decided upon.  The human process of collecting the books of the Bible was flawed, but God, in His sovereignty, despite our ignorance and stubbornness, brought the early church to the recognition of the books He had inspired.

The word Gospel might be first used by Ignatius, bishop of Antioch in his letter to the Smyrnaeans (5:1 and 7:2).  Papias, bishop of Hierapolis (c 125 CE) was known to know at least two Gospels (Matthew and Mark).  A generation after Papias, Justin Martyr mentioned about memoirs of Peter and memoirs of the apostles, both of them he called as Gospels.  His disciple, Tatian introduced Diatessaron, which are the four Gospels combined into one in a chronological order with Gospel of John as framework.  This Diatessaron was in use in Syrian church until early fifth century when they gave it up for the four separate gospels.  Among the four Gospels, John’s took longer time to win acceptance, the earliest known quotation from it comes in the gnostic writer Basilides (c 130 CE).  On the other hand, among Paul’s 13 epistles (Hebrews not included), the three pastoral letters (Titus and 1 & 2 Timothy) were accepted later.  The four Gospels and Paul’s epistles were the first books of our present New Testament to be accepted. 

The first collection of New Testament books was made by Marcion (c 150 CE).  His "canon" consisted of Gospel of Luke and the 10 Pauline Epistles which he referred to as Gospel and Apostle. However, he mutilated many of them to suit his belief.  He declared that God of Old Testament was different with the One whom Jesus spoke.  For this reason he rejected all Old Testament books.  He broke away from Rome and established his own church.  His counterpart, Valentinus also broke away from Rome and founded a gnostic school.  He wrote The Gospel of Truth, which is not a rival gospel but a mediation on the true gospel of Christ.  It alludes to Matthew and Luke (and possibly Acts), Gospel and First Epistle of John, the 10 Pauline Epistles (minus the three Pastorals), Hebrews and Revelation.  Both Marcion and Valentinus prompted the Church to define what belonged to written apostolic teaching, thus starting the collection of New Testament books. 

The second known collection of New Testament books is the 2nd Century Muratorian Canon, named after L.A. Muratori who published the list (copied from 7th century codex).  The manuscript is damaged at the beginning, but we can conclude that it has four Gospels, Acts, 13 Pauline Epistles, Jude, 2 of John’s letter, Apocalypse of John (Revelation) and of Peter, and Wisdom of Solomon.  The Apocalypse of Peter does not belong to our New Testament, while Wisdom of Solomon is now part of the Catholic Old Testament (Apocrypha).  The compiler mentioned about Shepherd of Hermas which can be read but not to be given to people.  He also wrote about Paul’s Epistle to Laodicea (Col 4:16) and to Alexandria which he claimed to be forged.  Interestingly, Iranaeus, bishop of Lyon (c. 170 CE) quoted Shepherd of Hermas as scripture.  In his two literary works (against Heresies and Demonstration of Apostolic Preaching), Iranaeus quoted from 1 and 2 John, 1 Peter and most likely knew all 13 of Paul’s Epistles (except Philemon), and maybe James, Hebrews, and Revelation.  Close to the end of 2nd century, Tertullian of Carthage in his work mentioned the four Gospels, Acts, 13 Pauline Epistles, 1 Peter, 1 John, Jude and Revelation.  He mentioned Hebrews as the work of Barnabas and in his judgment was worthy to be included in the canon.  Origen (185 - 254 CE) distinguished the undisputed and the disputed books of New Testament.  The former consisted of the four gospels, Acts, Pauline epistles, 1 Peter, 1 John and Revelation.  The latter consisted of 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, James, Jude, Didache and he referred to the Epistle of Barnabas as a Catholic Epistle.  He was the first known Christian writer to mention 2 Peter.  He also considered Shepherd of Hermas as scripture and mentioned about the Gospel According to Hebrews and Acts of Paul and some other books.  Cyprian in the third century listed four Gospels, Acts, 9 Pauline Epistles (minus Philemon), 1 Peter, 1 John, and Revelation.  He also cited Shepherd of Hermas as scripture and recognized Didache as apostolic quotations.

Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea in Palestine (314 - 339 CE) divided New Testament books into three categories: universally acknowledged, disputed, and spurious. The first consisted of the four gospels, Acts, 14 Pauline Epistles (including Hebrews), 1 John, 1 Peter, and Revelation.  The second category included James, Jude, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John; while books like Acts of Paul, Shepherd of Hermas, Apocalypse of Peter, Epistle of Barnabas, Didache, but also Revelation belonged to the third category.  Note that Revelation was listed both as the first and the third category.  It shows the two different opinions of the canonicity of Revelation, which was especially true among the eastern churches.  He also mentioned Gospel of Peter, which was read and appreciated by Christians in the second century and quoted by Justin Martyr.  Eusebius also mentioned as heretical books the Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Matthias, and groups of books of Acts bearing names of apostles (Paul, Peter, Andrew, John, and Thomas).  All these books and others which do not belong to our present New Testament canon are now known as New Testament apocrypha. 

In 367 CE, Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria gave the list of 27 New Testament books, for the first time without making any distinction of them and which now becomes our New Testament.  Around the same time, the Council of Laodicea (c 363 CE) gave the list of 26 New Testament books (Revelation was not included).  The same list of 26 books was given by Cyril of Jerusalem (died 386 CE) and by Gregory of Nazianzen.  At the same time, Amphilochius of Iconium gave the 27 books but mentioned that some of them (Hebrews, 2 and 3 John, 2 Peter, Jude, and Revelation) as spurious.  John of Chrysostom, bishop of Constantinopel from 397 to 407 CE, gave a list which excluded 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, Jude, and Revelation.  He appeared to be the first who used the phrase "the books" (which later became "the Bible") to refer to both Old and New Testaments.
At the order of pope Damasus I, Jerome translated the 27 books into Latin (Vulgate).  Augustine in the fifth century listed the 27 books in his work, "On Christian Learning".  Those 27 books were later declared at the Council of Hippo in 393 CE and at Third Council of Carthage in 397 CE.  The same councils also declared the list of Old Testament books which now become Catholic Old Testament.  The sixth Council of Carthage in 419 CE restated the (same) canon of Bible.  It can be said that the 27 books of New Testament (together with Catholic Old Testament books) were determined in the fourth century.  Among the 27 books, seven (James, Jude, Hebrews, 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John, and Revelation) books entered the list after some disputes.  They are more or less the same as "deuterocanonical" books of Catholic Old Testament (which were dropped from most of Protestant Old Testament).  The above councils also show the authority of the Church to define which books belong to Old and New Testaments.
Canonization (the selection of which books were to be included in the Bible) was a process that went through several stages and took many centuries.  These stages were not separate but sometimes overlapped: 

· Composition: manuscripts were written either as a recording of oral accounts and teachings or as original documents
· Community: manuscripts were read, circulated, and revised within the religious communities
· Criteria: certain manuscripts became accepted as authoritative scripture within the religious communities-- different groups accepted different scriptures
· Collection: scriptures were gathered together in single scrolls, codices, and later in books-- the physical manner of collecting scriptures also had an influence on canonical decisions
· Canonized: a defined group of scriptures in a single collection became accepted by a certain religious community as The Bible-- different groups chose different canons

Important Dates:

AD 100 - Synod of Jamnia, Canonization of O.T.

AD 325 - Council of Nicea, Canonization of Christian Bible

AD 1546 - O.T. Apocrypha Canonized by Catholic Church

AD 1629 - O.T. Apocrypha removed from Protestant Bible

Not all of the religious groups accepted the same canon:

· Samaritan Canon – First 5 Books (The Pentateuch) and is the smallest…
· Ethiopian Orthodox Canon – Contains 81 Books (including the Apocrypha & some of the Nag Hammadi texts) and is the largest…
(Some books in our Bible today also contain verses that have been controversial and have been excluded in certain translations.)

New Testament

Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Greek Orthodox Christians agree on the same 27 books for the composition of the New Testament; however some smaller groups of Christians do not.  The Nestorian, or Syrian church, recognizes only 22 books, excluding 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, Jude and Revelation.

On the other hand, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church includes the same 27 books in its "narrower" canon but adds 8 books to its "broader" canon: "four sections of church order from a compilation called Sinodos, two sections from the Ethiopic Books of Covenant, Ethiopic Clement, and Ethiopic Didascalia."

Old Testament

The Jewish Bible and the Protestant Old Testament contain the same books but they are arranged in a different order. Additionally, books that Protestant Christians divide into two parts (Kings, Chronicles, Samuel, and Ezra-Nehemiah) are only one book in the Hebrew Bible. 

In terms of the Old Testament, Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Ethiopian Orthodox, and other Eastern Christians claim more "inside books". 

The books of the "second canon" are considered "inside" by Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Ethiopic Christians; the latter group adds even more books beyond the deuterocanonicals. Protestants consider the same books "outside" however they give the Apocrypha high status, considering them valuable for instruction and spiritual edification. 

The Ethiopian Orthodox church's narrower Old Testament canon includes the books of the Hebrew Bible, all of the Apocrypha, and "Jubilees, 1 Enoch, and Joseph ben Gurion's (Josippon's) medieval history of the Jews and other nations."

The Books of the Tanakh

The Hebrew Bible is called the TaNaKh.  The letters TNK are an acronym for the three parts of the Bible of Judaism: 

Torah (tor-AH) -- The Law, also called the Pentateuch (Greek for "five books") 

Nebiim ( neh-veh-EEM) -- The Prophets 

Ketubim (keh-tu-VEEM) -- The Writings 

Listed below are the books of the Tanakh.  Three main "headers" show the three divisions of the book spoken of above.  Additionally the Prophets section is subdivided into the Former Prophets and the Latter Prophets.  The Latter Prophets also include "The Twelve" (Minor Prophets). 

The Torah

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

The Prophets

· The Former Prophets

Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings 

· The Latter Prophets

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekial 

· The Twelve Minor Prophets

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zecariah, Malachi 

The Writings

Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles

III.  The Books That Weren’t Chosen
Not all ancient Judeo-Christian texts made it into the Christian Bible.  These ancient texts are called outside books, extrabiblical books, or noncanonical books.

Christian canons emerged through a complex process in which some books were "chosen" and others were left out.  A tradition of use, authority within the communities, antiquity or apostolicity, and orthodoxy were factors in deciding which books were "in" and which were "out." 

Many ancient texts were not included in the Bible.  Perhaps, the most famous collections are found amongst the Dead Sea Scrolls.  We may also have heard of the writings of the "Church Fathers."  Other "outside books" are the Nag Hammadi manuscripts, the Pseudepigrapha, and the Apocrypha.

Like modern day commentaries, some of these other books are valuable – but they aren’t God inspired.  Some, however, are false teachings from later periods, so you must be careful with them.

Why Outside Books?

There are different biblical canons.  For example, Roman Catholics have a larger canon than Protestants.  This means that Roman Catholics have some inside books that Protestants consider outside.

Books became "outside" because:

· Some ancient texts were considered authoritative but were dropped before the canon was "closed." 

· Some well-regarded books were written too late and/or are not believed to be apostolic, so they were not included.  Nevertheless some outside books, such as the Didache, are as old or even older than some of the books that made the New Testament.

· Other books were accepted by some Christian communities but not others.

· Sometimes:  they were labeled "heretical" by more powerful Christian groups like Rome 

· they were not popular or known well enough by Greek-speaking Christians 

· Still other books never came close to making it "inside.". In addition to heretical books that were excluded, other books were considered to be too outrageous, even though they were very popular. (These books also tended to be written much later than canonical books) 

· A number of books were lost or destroyed. 

· Some old writers were never considered as scripture but have historical value; they may be letters, or histories, or stories, or other kinds of records. 

Almost made the canon: 

The Letter of Clement I:  It was written about A.D. 95-96 in the name of the church of Rome and was included in some early canonical lists.  Clement I is the oldest Christian manuscript that is NOT in the canon.  The letter is now categorized as part of a group of manuscripts called the "Apostolic Fathers," a group of manuscripts written while the apostles and other eye-witnesses to Jesus Christ's life were still alive. 

The Didache: The Lord's Teaching Through the Twelve Apostles to the Nations.  The Didache is a manual of moral instruction and church practice known for its eucharist service which does not use sacrificial language.  The Didache was "lost" for several centuries until it was re-discovered in 1875 in the Jerusalem Monastery of the Holy Sepulchre at Constantinople.  Like Clement I, the Didache is now part of a group of manuscripts called the "Apostolic Fathers," the oldest writings of a larger grouping called "Church Fathers."

Written too late: 

First Apology by Justin Martyr:  Justin Martyr is one of the most famous Christian apologists (defenders of the faith).  He was born about A.D. 100 in Shechem, Samaria.  He was converted to Christianity about A.D. 130.  Justin's works are now part of a group of manuscripts called "Church Fathers."  His first apology seeks to defend Christians from various charges that had been made against them and to justify Christian religion 

Labeled Heretical: 

The Gospel of Thomas is an example of a book which originated from a group that was labeled heretical.  It is a Gnostic document.  Of all of the Christian Gnostic manuscripts that were among those discovered in Nag Hammadi, Egypt in 1945, the Gospel of Thomas has the most similarities with the canonical books.  It is a collection of 114 sayings (logia) of Jesus, many similar to those in the Bible and others considered by scholars to be genuine sayings of Christ.  Thomas was probably written in Syria about A.D. 140.

Not Popular Enough: 

The Gospel of the Hebrews was a Jewish-Christian Gospel that still existed as late as the fourth century.  Written originally in Aramaic instead of Greek like the canonical gospels, it was almost as long as Matthew.  Jerome, who found a copy of the book in the library at Casearea, Palestine was very interested in the book and translated it into Greek and Latin.  All of the versions of this gospel have been lost.  We have only a few quotations from it in Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Jerome, and Cyril of Jerusalem.  Biblical scholar Bruce Metzger believes that one of the reasons the gospel did not make the canon was because it was written in a Semitic language rather than the culturally dominant Greek language and because it was mostly used by Jewish Christians, some of whom became regarded as "Ebionite" heretics.

Outrageous: 

The Infancy Gospel of Thomas opens with a story about five-year-old Jesus making twelve sparrows out of mud.  He claps his hands; they come to life and fly away.  A nice story but in the next story, Jesus curses a boy and makes him wither up.  Later Jesus is angered when another child bumps into his shoulder and strikes him dead!  This gospel, which may be as old as the second century, is a different book from the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas.

Lost: 

Many ancient manuscripts have been lost, including some books that are quoted in the Bible, such as the Book of Jasher.  Other manuscripts, including the Didache mentioned above, were lost but found again amongst the Dead Sea Scrolls and Nag Hammadi Library.

Historical: 

The Church History of Eusebius, except for the New Testament, this history is probably the single most essential document for the study of Church history before Constantine.

More Examples

Apocrypha:

For Protestants, the Apocrypha, sometimes called the Jewish Apocrypha, is a collection of 14 or 15 Jewish texts, most of which were included in a Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible called the Septuagint (LXX) that was used first by Jews and later by Christians.  The books of the Apocrypha are called "Deutero-canonical" by the Roman Catholics and are considered to be inside books.  (Roman Catholics use the word "Apocrypha" to describe another group of ancient texts-- the Pseudepigrapha.)
Dead Sea Scrolls:

The Dead Sea Scrolls were found sealed in clay jars in the caves of Qumran, Israel.  They had been hidden for safe-keeping at a time when all Jewish and Christian Scriptures were being destroyed by the Romans.  The scrolls contain manuscripts, such as Isaiah, that are part of the Bible but also many other texts that are noncanonical. 

Church Fathers:
The "Church Fathers" are classified in two or three groups:  If two groups, the Council of Nicaea in 325 is the dividing point:  Early Church Fathers (Ante-Nicene) and Later Church Fathers (Post-Nicene).  Often special recognition is given to the earliest writings by calling them the "Apostolic Fathers"; that is the writers of these documents lived during the era of the apostles and other eye-witnesses of Jesus Christ.
The Apostolic Fathers include the epistles Clement I, Clement II, Barnabas, Polycarp; and Ignatius' epistles to the Ephesians, the Philadelphians, the Magnesians, the Romans, the Smyrnaeans, the Trallians, and to Polycarp; the Didache, Shepherd of Hermas, and Martyrdom of Polycarp.
"Can any who spends several years in those seats of learning, be excused if they do not add to that reading of the Fathers the most authentic commentators on Scripture, as being both nearest the fountain, eminently endued with that Spirit by whom all Scripture was given.  It will be easily perceived, I speak chiefly of those who wrote before the council of Nicea.  But who could not likewise desire to have some acquaintance with those that followed them with St. Chrysostom, Basil, Augustine, and above all, the man of a broken heart, Ephraim Syrus."

--John Wesley 

Nag Hammadi Library:
Thirteen papyrus volumes of Gnostic and other texts were discovered in Nag Hammadi, Egypt in 1945.  This very important discovery includes a large number of primary Gnostic scriptures, Jewish, Christian, and secular writings-- texts once thought to have been destroyed during the early Christian struggle to define orthodoxy.  Some well-known manuscripts include: 

Apocryphon of James, Dialogue of the Savior, Gospel of Philip, Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Truth
(Gnosticism was declared a heresy.  The Christian manuscripts in this collection are also listed as part of the New Testament Apocrypha.)
New Testament Apocrypha:
This group of writings, also called the Christian Apocrypha, are texts that were not included in the biblical canon.  They include four types of literature:  gospels, acts, letters, and apocalypses.  These books were written for a variety of reasons including: 

· to supplement biblical material
· to replace other manuscripts
· to counter the literature and theology approved by Christian orthodoxy
· to edify in an entertaining way
Apocryphal Gospels
Many of the apocryphal gospels were written to "fill in the gaps" of knowledge about the life of Jesus.  People wondered:   

"What was Jesus like before the age of 12?"
Infancy Gospel of Thomas 

Protoevangelium of James 

"What happened to Jesus in the time between his death and resurrection?" 

Gospel of Nicodemus 

Gospel of Bartholomew
(These other Gospels were written to answer questions such as these.)
Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles 

Just as other gospels were written, so were other books describing the acts of apostles.  For example, the following books expanded on the stories about Paul.
· The Acts of Paul (Orthodox, 160-190) A collection of legendary stories which emphasize the asceticism of Paul and his followers 

· The Acts of Thecla (Orthodox, circulated separately and as a part of the Acts of Paul, 160-190) Legends about a young virgin from Iconium (now Konya, Turkey) who refused to marry and followed Paul in the face of many persecutions 

· The Acts of Peter and Paul (Orthodox, c. 200) Only the first chapters of this book describing Paul and Peters last days and their confrontation with Nero survive 

· Apocalypse of Paul (Orthodox, c. 380) A widely circulated book which claimed to describe Paul's experiences when he was caught up in the third heaven (I Corinthians 12:2-4) 

· Apocalypse of Paul (Gnostic, 2nd century) This heterodox fragment of a book exalts Paul above all of the other apostles. It is entirely different from the one by the same name listed above. 

Pseudepigrapha:
The Pseudepigrapha (sued-a-PIG-ruffa), whose Greek, meaning is "writings with false superscriptions," is a group of Jewish and Jewish-Christians texts primarily written between 250 B.C. and A.D. 200.  These books are not included in the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, the Protestant Apocrypha, or rabbinic literature.  (Roman Catholics call the Pseudepigrapha the "Apocrypha."  See how things can become confusing!)
IV.  The Word of God
It is amazing how people can tell the difference between biblical and extra-biblical texts, just by listening to them.  The Bible works together to share one message and shares the same spirit throughout.  There is something special about the God inspired texts found in our Bible.

Giving God’s Word to his people has been an ongoing blessing of God.  He didn’t just inspire the original authors and then leave it to humanity to protect it through the ages.  He was at work through the Church Fathers, the many ecumenical councils, and continues to work as His Word is translated and spread around the world today.  While the Holy Spirit continues to help us understand and discern these Scriptures further.
Matthew 5:17-19 
17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Romans 15:4
4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Romans 16:25-27

25Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him— 27to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

2 Peter 1:19-21
19And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

More Scripture References:

Ps. 19:7; Matt. 5:17-19; 22:37-40; Luke 24:27, 44; John 1:45; 5:46; 17:17; Acts 17:2, 11; Rom. 1:2; 15:4, 8; 16:26; 2 Cor. 1:20; Gal. 1:8; Eph. 2:15-16; 1 Tim. 2:5; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; Heb. 4:12; 10:1; 11:39; James 1:21; 1 Peter 1:23; 2 Peter 1:19-21; 1 John 2:3-7; Rev. 22:18-19
