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Biblical Claims & Conclusion


Why is the Bible important for us?
Introduction

There is a hidden treasure referenced in many of our world’s oldest writings.  Fragments of history, poetry, songs, laws, stories, letters, and revelations… This combination of ancient documents spanning 1500 years, contains the clues to finding an incredible discovery… an unimaginable treasure.  Not mere silver, gold, and precious jewels, but something far greater, something that even lasts beyond the grave… an eternal treasure.

REVIEW

Week #1  -  Archeology & Dating the Bible

How do we know when the Bible was actually written?

Fact:  Following the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, we now have undeniable proof of every book in the Old Testament (except for Esther) being written at least 100 years before the birth of Christ.  We also have over 500 copies of the New Testament books copied within 100 years of the original authorship.

Week #2  -  Other Ancient Documents & Writings

How do we know the Bible is accurate?

Fact:  There are several respected historians, like Philo of Alexandria and Flavius Josephus (who were not followers of early Christianity), that documented the same places, people, and events that are described in the Bible.  This gives great credibility to the accuracy of the Bible as a historical record.

Week #3  -  Prophecy Fulfillment & Truth

How do we know the Bible is true(th)?

Fact:  The Messianic Prophesies, written more than 100 years before the birth of Christ, contain 60 major prophecies and over 270 ramifications that were all fulfilled in one person, Jesus Christ.  With plenty of extra-biblical sources documenting the life of Christ to back it up, it is hard to deny that there is something supernatural at work in the Bible.

Week #4 - Formation of the Canon & the Council Process

How do we know that our Bible is from God?

Fact:  Delivering His Word to His people has been an ongoing blessing of God.  He didn’t just inspire the original authors and then leave it to humanity to protect it through the ages.  God was at work through the Church Fathers, the many ecumenical councils, and continues to work as His Word is translated and spread around the world today.

I.  Connecting Weeks 1 to 4…

· Physical evidence and other historical accounts give us great confidence in the accounts of the Bible and prove that the Old Testament prophecies were recorded long before the birth of Jesus Christ.

· 60 major Messianic Prophecies and over 270 ramifications from multiple sources, written more than 100 years before Christ, were all fulfilled by Jesus Christ.  This gives us great reason to believe the supernatural nature of the Bible.

· Understanding the process of canonization and God’s continued hand in the presentation of His Word helps us have great confidence in the versions of the Bible we have today.
· Once we have confidence in our Bible as a supernatural and God-inspired book, the Bible has a lot more to say about itself that takes its importance even further.

II.  Biblical claims about itself…

Matthew 5:17-19 

17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Romans 15:4

4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Romans 16:25-27

25Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him— 27to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

2 Peter 1:19-21

19And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

More Scripture References:

Ps. 19:7; Matt. 5:17-19; 22:37-40; Luke 24:27, 44; John 1:45; 5:46; 17:17; Acts 17:2, 11; Rom. 1:2; 15:4, 8; 16:26; 2 Cor. 1:20; Gal. 1:8; Eph. 2:15-16; 1 Tim. 2:5; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; Heb. 4:12; 10:1; 11:39; James 1:21; 1 Peter 1:23; 2 Peter 1:19-21; 1 John 2:3-7; Rev. 22:18-19
III.  John Wesley’s perspective…

A Clear and Concise Demonstration of the
Divine Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures

The Works of the Rev. John Wesley: 1812, p 351

There are four grand and powerful arguments which strongly induce us to believe that the Bible must be from God, viz. miracles, prophecies, the goodness of the doctrine, and the moral character of the penmen.  All the miracles flow from Divine Power; all the prophecies from Divine Understanding; the goodness of the doctrine from Divine Goodness; and the moral character of the penmen from Divine Holiness.

Thus Christianity is built upon four grand pillars, viz. the Power, Understanding, Goodness, and Holiness of God:  Divine Power is the source of all miracles; Divine Understanding of all the prophecies; Divine Goodness of the goodness of the doctrine; and Divine Holiness of the moral character of the penmen.

I beg leave to propose a short, clear, and strong argument to prove the Divine Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures.

The Bible must be the invention either of good men or angels, bad men or devils, or of God.

1. It couldn’t be the invention either of good men or angels, for neither would nor could make a book and tell lies all the time they were writing it, saying, Thus saith the Lord, when it was their own invention.

2. It could not be the invention of bad men or devils, for they would not make a book which commands all duty, forbids all sin, and condemns their own souls to hell to all eternity.

3. Therefore I draw this conclusion, That the Bible must be given by Divine Inspiration.

IV.  Article 5 of the Wesleyan Discipline…

V. The Sufficiency and Full Authority of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation

(From the Articles of Religion of The Discipline of the Wesleyan Church, 2000)

218. We believe that the books of the Old and New Testaments constitute the Holy Scriptures. They are the inspired and infallibly written Word of God, fully inerrant in their original manuscripts and superior to all human authority, and have been transmitted to the present without corruption of any essential doctrine. We believe that they contain all things necessary to salvation; so that whatever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man or woman that it should be believed as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. Both in the Old and New Testaments life is offered ultimately through Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and humanity. The New Testament teaches Christians how to fulfill the moral principles of the Old Testament, calling for loving obedience to God made possible by the indwelling presence of His Holy Spirit.  
V.  Conclusion…

· inspired and infallibly written Word of God…
· fully inerrant in their original manuscripts and superior to all human authority…
· transmitted to the present without corruption of any essential doctrine…
· contains all things necessary to salvation…
There is no greater book in all of history than the Bible.  It has led God’s people for thousands of years and is His Word to us today.  It continues to be relevant to life’s issues and gives guidance for every situation.  More than just an instruction manual, God’s Word is alive.  It has accurately prophesied the future, silenced critics, and has stood the test of time.  It holds the secrets of thriving in the world today and shares glimpses of the mysteries to come.  God’s Word changes lives everyday.  We need to be committed to reading it often.
