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Other Ancient Texts & Records


How do we know the Bible is accurate?

Introduction

There is a hidden treasure referenced in many of our oldest writings.  Fragments of history, poetry, songs, laws, stories, letters, and revelations… This combination of ancient documents spanning almost 1500 years, contains the clues to finding an incredible discovery… an unimaginable treasure.  Not mere silver, gold, and precious jewels, but something far greater, something that even lasts beyond the grave… an eternal treasure.

The Bible is the most unique book in the history of mankind…

Excerpts from “Evidence that Demands A Verdict” by Josh McDowell:
1. UNIQUE IN ITS CONTINUITY

· Written over about a fifteen-hundred-year span.

· Written by more than forty authors from every walk of life, including kings, military leaders, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, tax collectors, poets, musicians, statesmen, scholars, and shepherds.

· Written in different places.

· Written at different times.

· Written during different moods.

· Written on three continents.

· Written in three languages:

i. Hebrew

ii. Aramaic

iii. Greek

· Written in a wide variety of literary styles:  Poetry, Historical Narrative, Song, Romance, Didactic Treatise, Personal Correspondence, Memoirs, Satire, Biography, Autobiography, Law, Prophecy, Parable, Allegory

· The Bible addresses hundreds of controversial subjects.

· In spite of its diversity, the Bible presents a single unfolding story: God’s redemption of human beings.

2. UNIQUE IN ITS CIRCULATION

· It staggers the mind, then, to discover that the number of Bibles sold reaches into the billions.  More copies have been produced of its entirety as well as selected portions than any other book in history.
3. UNIQUE IN ITS TRANSLATION

· The numbers of translations of the Bible are every bit as impressive as its sales numbers.  According to the United Bible Societies, the Bible (or portions of it), has been translated into more than 2,200 languages!  These languages represent the primary vehicle of communication for well over 90 percent of the world’s population.
4. UNIQUE IN ITS SURVIVAL

· Through Time – Although it was first written on perishable materials, and had to be copied and recopied for hundreds of years before the invention of the printing press, the Scriptures have never diminished in style or correctness, nor have they ever faced extinction.  Compared with other ancient writings, the Bible has more manuscript evidence to support it than any ten pieces of classical literature combined.
· Through Persecution - The Bible has withstood vicious attacks by its enemies.  Many have tried to burn it, ban it, and outlaw it from the days of Roman emperors to present-day Communist-dominated countries.”
· Through Criticism – Infidels for eighteen hundred years have been refuting and overthrowing this book, and yet it stands today as solid as a rock.  Its circulation increases, and it is more loved and cherish and read today than ever before.  Infidels, with all their assaults, make about as much impression on this book as a man with a jackhammer would on the Pyramids of Egypt.  When the French monarch proposed the persecution of the Christians in his dominion, an old statesman and warrior said to him, “Sire, the Church of God is an anvil that has worn out many hammers.”  So the hammers of infidels have been pecking away at this book for ages, but the hammers are worn out, and the anvil still endures.  If this book had not been the book of God, men would have destroyed it long ago.  Emperors and popes, kings and priests, princes and rulers have all tried their hand at it; they die and the book still lives.”
5. UNIQUE IN ITS TEACHINGS

· Prophecy – More on that next week…
· History – The Cambridge Ancient History states: “The Israelites certainly manifest a genius for historical construction, and the Old Testament embodies the oldest history writing extant.”
· Character – “The Bible is not such a book a man would write if he could, or could write if he would.”  The Bible deals frankly with the sins of its characters, even when those sins reflect badly on God’s chosen people, leaders, and the biblical writers themselves.
6. UNIQUE IN ITS INFLUENCE ON LITERATURE

· “If every Bible in any considerable city were destroyed, the Book could be restored in all its essential parts from the quotations on the shelves of the city public library.  There are works, covering almost all the great literary writers, devoted especially to showing how much the Bible has influenced them.”  No other book in all human history has in turn inspired the writing of so many books as the Bible.
7. UNIQUE IN ITS INFLUENCE ON CIVILIZATION

· The Bible is also unique in its impact on civilization.  “Since the invention of printing (mid-15th century), the Bible has become more than the translation of an ancient Oriental literature.  It has not seemed a foreign book, and it has been the most available, familiar, and dependable source and arbiter of intellectual, moral, and spiritual ideals in the West.”
8. A REASONABLE CONCLUSION

· A professor once remarked to me, “If you are an intelligent person, you will read the one book that has drawn more attention than any other, if you are searching for the truth.”  The Bible certainly qualifies as this one book.  As Theodore Roosevelt once observed, “A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education.”
How the early church leaders shed light on the Bible's accuracy…
1. Jesus quoted numerous times from the OT and spent a lot of time studying/discussing it – He obviously was confident in its accuracy.
2. Manuscripts of the writings of church leaders who lived in the early centuries of the church contain numerous quotations from the Bible. So numerous are their scriptural references that if all the New Testament was lost, we could reassemble it in almost its entirety from just their quotations! 

3. Some of the earliest of these writings were from Clement of Rome (about 96 AD.);Ignatius (died 107 AD.), Polycarp (a disciple of John the Apostle, died 155 AD.), Justin Martyr (died 165 AD.), Irenaeus (a disciple of Polycarp, died 200 AD.), Clement of Alexandria (died 220 A.D.), Tertullian (died 220 A.D.), Origen (died 254 A.D.) and Eusebius (died 339 A.D.).

4. The New Testament quotations from just seven of these early church leaders (those mentioned above) actually total more than 36,000 quotations!
What about the OT?

The Bible is the oldest written text and the only account of history in existence written 1,000 years prior to the writings of Herodotus and Thucydides (the second oldest historical documents in existence from around 450 BC).
Other Historical Writers:

Philo of Alexandria - a Hellenized Jew that crosses two cultures, the Greek and the Hebrew.  Philo produced a synthesis of both Hebrew mythical thought and Greek philosophical thought developing concepts for future Hellenistic interpretation of messianic Hebrew traditions, especially by Clement of Alexandria, Christian Apologists like Athenagoras, Theophilus, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, and by Origen.  Philo was a founder of religious philosophy, a new habit of practicing philosophy.  Philo was thoroughly educated in Greek philosophy and culture as can be seen from his superb knowledge of classical Greek literature.  He had a deep reverence for Plato and referred to him as "the most holy Plato" (Prob. 13).  Philo's philosophy represented contemporary Platonism which was its revised version incorporating Stoic doctrine and terminology, as well as elements of Aristotelian logic and ethics and Pythagorean ideas.  Clement of Alexandria even called Philo "the Pythagorean."  But it seems that Philo also picked up his ancestral tradition, though as an adult, and once having discovered it, he put forward the teachings of the Jewish prophet, Moses, as "the summit of philosophy" (Op. 8), and considered Moses the teacher of Pythagoras (b. ca 570 B.C.E.) and of all Greek philosophers and lawgivers (Hesiod, Heraclitus, & Lycurgus, to mention a few).  For Philo, Greek philosophy was a natural development of the revelatory teachings of Moses.  He was no innovator in this matter because already before him Jewish scholars attempted the same. Artapanus in the second century B.C.E identified Moses with Musaeus and with Orpheus. According to Aristobulus of Paneas (first half of the second century B.C.E.), Homer and Hesiod drew from the books of Moses which were translated into Greek long before the Septuagint.  He lived in Alexandria, which at that time counted, according to some estimates, about one million people and included largest Jewish community outside of Palestine. He came from a wealthy and the prominent family and appears to be a leader in his community. Once he visited Jerusalem and the temple, as he himself stated in Prov. 2.64. Philo's brother, Alexander, was a wealthy, prominent Roman government official, a custom agent responsible for collecting dues on all goods imported into Egypt from the East.  The major part of Philo's writings consists of philosophical essays dealing with the main themes of biblical thought that present a systematic and precise exposition of his views. One has the impression that he attempted to show that the philosophical Platonic or Stoic ideas were nothing but the deductions made from the biblical verses of Moses. Philo was not an original thinker, but he was well acquainted with the entire range of Greek philosophical traditions through the original texts.  Raymond F. Surburg writes: “Philo represents a strange fusion. By nature and upbringing he was a Jew; by residence in Alexandria a mystic; by higher education a Greek humanist; by contact and social position an ally of the Roman aristocracy.”
Philo quotes and references the Bible throughout his writings and the early church fathers quoted often from Philo.  Even though Philo may not find agreement with our beliefs and understanding of the Scriptures today, he represents the mindset and thinking of many of Jesus’ contemporaries who all held the Bible as truth.  His first hand accounts and discussions from the time of Christ and the early Church give even more credibility to the accuracy of the NT Scriptures.  
Flavius Josephus – Josephus was a priest, a soldier, and a scholar.  He was born Joseph ben Mattathias in Jerusalem in 37 CE, a few years after the time of Jesus, during the time of the Roman occupation of the Jewish homeland. In his early twenties he was sent to Rome to negotiate the release of several priests held hostage by Emperor Nero. When he returned home after completing his mission he found the nation beginning a revolution against the Romans.  Josephus, who introduced himself in Greek as "Iosepos (Ιώσηπος), son of Matthias, an ethnic Hebrew, a priest from Jerusalem",[3] fought the Romans in the First Jewish-Roman War of 66-73 as a Jewish military leader in Galilee. After the Jewish garrison of Yodfat was taken under siege, the Romans invaded, killing thousands, and the remaining survivors who had managed to elude the forces committed suicide. However, in circumstances that are somewhat unclear, Josephus and one of his soldiers surrendered to the Roman forces invading Galilee in July 67. He became a prisoner and provided the Romans with intelligence on the ongoing revolt. The Roman forces were led by Flavius Vespasian and his son Titus, both subsequently Roman emperors. In 69, Josephus was released (cf. War IV.622-629) and according to Josephus's own account, he appears to have played some role as a negotiator with the defenders in the Siege of Jerusalem in 70.

In 71, he arrived in Rome in the entourage of Titus, becoming a Roman citizen and Flavian dynasty client. In addition to Roman citizenship he was granted accommodation in conquered Judea, and a decent, if not extravagant, pension. It was while in Rome, and under Flavian patronage, that Josephus wrote all of his known works.  Josephus was unquestionably an important apologist in the Roman world for the Jewish people and culture, particularly at a time of conflict and tension.  He always remained, in his own eyes, a loyal and law-observant Jew. He went out of his way both to commend Judaism to educated Gentiles, and to insist on its compatibility with cultured Graeco-Roman thought. He constantly contended for the antiquity of Jewish culture, presenting its people as civilised, devout and philosophical.  The works of Josephus provide crucial information about the First Jewish-Roman War. They are also important literary source material for understanding the context of the Dead Sea Scrolls and post-Second Temple Judaism.  Josephan scholarship in the 19th and early 20th century became focused on Josephus' relationship to the sect of the Pharisees.  Josephus offers information about individuals, groups, customs and geographical places. His writings provide a significant, extra-biblical account of the post-exilic period of the Maccabees, the Hasmonean dynasty and the rise of Herod the Great. He makes references to the Sadducees, Jewish High Priests of the time, Pharisees and Essenes, the Herodian Temple, Quirinius' census and the Zealots, and to such figures as Pontius Pilate, Herod the Great, Agrippa I and Agrippa II, John the Baptist, James the brother of Jesus, and a disputed reference to Jesus. He is an important source for studies of immediate post-Temple Judaism (and, thus, the context of early Christianity).

A careful reading of Josephus' writings allowed Ehud Netzer, an archaeologist from Hebrew University, to confirm the location of Herod's Tomb after a fruitless search of 35 years - on top of tunnels and water pools at a flattened desert site, halfway up the hill to the Herodium, 12 kilometers south of Jerusalem - exactly where it should be according to Josephus writings.

For many years, the works of Josephus were printed only in an imperfect Latin translation from the original Greek. It was only in 1544 that a version of the Greek text was made available.
Examples of Historical Support for Biblical Events:

Philo – On The unchangeableness Of God (Verses 30-32 – Pg. 160)…

· It is plain therefore that the creator of all created things, and the maker of all the things that have ever been made, and the governor of all the things which are subject to government, must of necessity be a being of universal knowledge; and he is in truth the father, and creator, and governor of all things in heaven and in the whole world; and indeed future events are overshadowed by the distance of future time, which is sometimes a short and sometimes a long interval.  But God is the creator of time also; for he is the father of its father, and the father of time is the world, which made its own mother the creation of time, so that time stands towards God in the relation of a grandson; for this world is a younger son of God, inasmuch as it is perceptible by the outward sense; for the only son he speaks of as older than the world, is idea, and this is not perceptible by the intellect; but having thought the other worthy of the rights of primogeniture, he has decided that it shall remain with him; therefore, this younger son, perceptible by the external senses being set in motion, has caused the nature of time to shine forth, and to become conspicuous, so that there is nothing future to God, who has the very boundaries of time subject to him; for their life is not time, but the beautiful model of time, eternity; and in eternity nothing is past and nothing is future, but everything is present only.

Josephus – On Jesus Christ (18.3.1 from The Antiquities of the Jews – Pg. 480)…
· Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works-a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.  He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles.  He was (the) Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.
Whether for or against the religious perspective of the Bible, ancient historians records only stand to prove the accuracy of the people, places, and events described within it.
