Napoleon Dynamite


Jared Hess (born 1979) is a filmmaker known best for his work with Napoleon Dynamite which he co-wrote and directed.

Napoleon Dynamite is an American independent film written and directed by Jared Hess. The movie is based on the short film he directed at BYU with Jon Heder, Peluca.  It debuted in 2004, earning $116,666 in its opening weekend and over $44 million as of December 20, 2004. The DVD was released on December 21, 2004. 

Hess met his wife, Jerusha, while attending Brigham Young University's film school. Jerusha co-wrote Napoleon Dynamite with her husband and they both graduated from BYU in late 2003.  Jared and Jerusha Hess are both members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and have one son, Elliot. They currently reside in Draper, Utah.

Jon Heder is an American actor and filmmaker, most famous for his portrayal of the title character in 2004's Napoleon Dynamite. This was his debut movie which earned more revenue than almost any other Sundance movie. Heder is a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and a 2003 alumnus of Brigham Young University. While attending, he befriended Napoleon Dynamite director Jared Hess and starred in his films Peluca and Napoleon Dynamite.  Hess has also worked as a camera assistant in a number of films and has appeared playing minor roles in a few LDS “Mormon Cinema” comedies. 

Quotes: On writing and directing Napoleon Dynamite…

Jared Hess: “One day on the streets of Chicago, I met an old Italian man who had the best name I’ve ever heard of in my life: Napoleon Dynamite. I decided then that it would be the title of my first feature film. I wanted to tell the story of the awkward kid that sat next to you in math, who you never spoke to. Many of the characters in the film are partly based on my brothers and people I grew up with. NAPOLEON DYNAMITE was written for and shot in my hometown of Preston, Idaho. The community played a huge role during our 22 days of production. We knew that we were doing something right when our high school extras began quoting lines from the movie to each other between takes.”
Jared Hess: “I just wanted to do the type of comedy that I always wanted to see. I had never seen a real true underdog drawing unicorns in class like I used to. I think, more than anything, it was me being able to look back on how awkward I was in high school and being able to laugh about it. I did wear moon boots and Hammer pants to school one time, which was pretty dorky.”

Jared Hess: “I don’t feel there is any Mormon culture in the film. I come from a family of six boys, which are very competitive. So a lot of the things that happen in the film are direct transcripts of conversations I had with my brothers. I did get a phone call from one of my brothers that went, “Is Mom there?” “No, she’s getting her hair done” “Uh, can you bring me my chapstick?” We weren’t allowed to swear growing up so we came up with creative alternatives like Dang and Flip which is more interesting than a movie filled with F-bombs.”

Reviews:
(1)

Jared Hess makes an unforgettable directorial debut with NAPOLEON DYNAMITE, a hilarious, tender, and original portrait of a truly eccentric character. Napoleon Dynamite (Jon Heder) is a high-school outcast in every sense of the word. More interested in playing tetherball by himself and drawing pictures of his favorite animal, the "liger" (a combination of a lion and a tiger), Napoleon is ignored by everyone in his tiny hometown of Preston, Idaho. At home, things aren't much better. His uber-nerd older brother Kip (Aaron Ruell) and ultra-vain Uncle Rico (Jon Gries) are too busy with their own obsessions to give Napoleon the time of day. It isn't until a new student, Pedro (Efren Ramirez), arrives that Napoleon finds friendship and performs an act of brave defiance that makes him a true hero.

Written by Hess and his wife Jerusha, NAPOLEON DYNAMITE brilliantly captures the awkwardness of high school without succumbing to condescension. Most of this can be attributed to Heder, who steps into Napoleon's moon boots with a jaw-dropping flawlessness. The rest of the cast is just as natural, underplaying their roles and letting the comedy unfold without forcing any of the jokes. Add a hilarious soundtrack of 1980s hits and you have an instant classic, a crowd-pleasing riot that has an undeniably universal appeal.
Maybe the answer is found by way of the Bible (1 Corinthians 1:27): "But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong."

God has a track record of using simple messages and simple men to impact the world. Just look at what He did with a carpenter from Galilee. Napoleon Dynamite is indeed a simple story about a simple guy whose life is a celebration of the greatness within him. The film’s simple message exemplifies two of life’s most important qualities: the ability to stay true to yourself and the inspiration that comes from being a faithful friend to others.
THE BIBLE ON GEEKS

1 Cor. 1:26-29 (The Message) 

“Take a good look, friends, at who you were when you got called into this life. I don't see many of "the brightest and the best" among you, not many influential, not many from high-society families. Isn't it obvious that God deliberately chose men and women that the culture overlooks and exploits and abuses, chose these "nobodies" to expose the hollow pretensions of the "somebodies"? That makes it quite clear that none of you can get by with blowing your own horn before God.”

(2)

When I noticed that the film was produced, in part, by MTV, I winced as I remembered some of the company's previous attempts at filmmaking: the raunchy Varsity Blues, the unnecessary Beavis & Butthead Do America, and the forgettable Joe's Apartment. But Napoleon is surprisingly tame and lighthearted. The movie relies on the extraordinary spectacle that is Napoleon Dynamite and the ordinary weirdness of everyday human interaction for humor—face it, we've all known or seen someone who tries a get-rich-quick scheme, finds a soulmate online, or contends that he has nunchuck skills. Well, maybe we don't all know that last kind of person. But you will, if you see this film.
At first, the film seems void of any overtly redeeming factors. In a world where Napoleon's defensive phrase is "freakin' idiot," and where most of the characters communicate in a heavily sarcastic manner, it would be easy to fall into the habit of laughing at Napoleon and elbowing your movie buddy whenever a character inserts a good "burn." What shouldn't be overlooked, though, is Napoleon's willingness to persevere through his teen experience and his efforts to be a good friend to both Pedro and Deb.
Napoleon Dynamite is, for the most part, a clean movie. Some viewers may be offended by the sarcastic tone of the dialogue—like Napoleon's scattered responses of "freakin' idiot." There's also one scene in which a farmer shoots a cow (though we don't see footage).  And some others may not appreciate the “Bust Must” herbal enhancement product.
